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NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.12 am]: The Western Australian government’s 
strong commitment to partnering with Aboriginal elders, community, and representative bodies to further reconciliation 
in Western Australia was demonstrated during National Reconciliation Week. National Reconciliation Week ran 
from 27 May to 3 June and commenced nationally with a virtual breakfast. Hosted here by Reconciliation WA, 
the format meant many Western Australians could participate, and thousands did. Many government agencies 
and community organisations hosted their own events, tuning in to watch a program filled with voices from across 
the state. 
In partnership with the Museum, Reconciliation WA also activated yarning circles and a reconciliation hub at 
Boola Bardip and the WA Maritime Museum, with regional museums running local programs. The program enabled 
Western Australians to access and engage in truth-telling about WA’s history, and celebrate the strength and 
vibrancy of Aboriginal culture in a COVID-safe manner. Other Reconciliation Week events—too many to name 
individually—were held virtually and in person throughout WA. 
In Perth, the week culminated in the always-powerful Walk for Reconciliation that journeyed through Kaarta Koomba 
in controlled COVID-safe waves, immersing attendees in culture and affording the opportunity to reflect on our 
shared histories and hopes for the future. This year also marked the thirtieth anniversary of the High Court Mabo 
decision, which recognised native title as part of Australian law. However, our government understands that there 
is still more to do on our journey to reconciliation. Like many Western Australians, I am heartened by our new 
Prime Minister’s commitment to the Uluru Statement from the Heart. 
Members may also be aware that National Sorry Day is acknowledged on 26 May, the day prior to Reconciliation Week. 
This year, this important day marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of the tabling of the Human Rights and 
Equal Opportunity Commission’s Bringing them home report in federal Parliament. To commemorate the day and 
this anniversary, Yokai and the Bringing Them Home Committee (WA) Inc hosted a livestream event in front 
of the stolen generation commemoration in Wellington Square. It was a privilege to speak as part of that event. 
There is growing sentiment, which I support, for National Sorry Day to be formally included as part of National 
Reconciliation Week. 
By listening, working and partnering with Aboriginal Western Australians, as detailed in the WA government’s 
Aboriginal empowerment strategy, we are walking a path that each day brings new opportunities and lessons, and 
takes us closer to true reconciliation. 
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